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I would like to start off by wishing everyone a belated Hap-

py New Year and thanking you on behalf of the Lawyers 

Association for your unwavering support of our events in 

2018 and hopefully your continued support in 2019.  Our 

January bowling tournament has already been completed 

and was a great success (not solely because HeplerBroom 

was crowned champion).  We have many more great 

events planned, most notably the Black History Month Din-

ner in February, a possible happy hour in March and the 

Award of Honor Dinner in April.  We are also working on a 

potential CLE in April that will be an absolute must-attend 

no matter how much litigation experience you have. 

President’s Column 

By Bharat Varadachari 

The Lawyers Association of St. Louis  
 

Invites you to its annual 
Judge Theodore McMillian Black History Month 

Dinner 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 
5:30 p.m. 

The Westin Hotel 
811 Spruce Street  

Featured Speakers 
The Honorable Robin Ransom 

Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District 

The Honorable Gloria Clark Reno 
Presiding Judge 

21st Judicial Circuit 

Costs 
$55 per member of the Lawyers Association or 

Mound City Bar Association 
$65 per person for non members of either 

organization 

RSVPs - Jim Susman 
314-991-5297 

susgroup@gmail.com 

Dinner Sponsors 
(through 2-11-2019) 

 
In-Kind Sponsor 

Mound  City Bar Association 
 

Gold Sponsors 
Blitz, Bardgett & Associates, LC 

Brown & Crouppen, PC 
Brown & James, PC 

Fox & Vuylsteke, LLP 
HeplerBroom, LLC 

Meyerkord & Meyerkord, LLC 
Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard, PC 

Thompson Coburn, LLP 
Zevan Davidson Roman LLC 

Silver Sponsors 
Baker, Sterchi, Cowden & Rice, LLC 

Carmody MacDonald, PC 
Gausnell, O’Keefe & Thomas, LLC 

Lathrop Gage, LLP 
Padberg, Corrigan, Appelbaum 

Pitzer Snodgrass, PC 
Rynearson, Suess, Schnurbusch & Champion, LLC 

U.S. Arbitration & Mediation (USA&M) 

                Coming 
   Soon 

 

Trial Masters Seminar 
Friday, April 12 

1 - 5 p.m. 
SLU Law School 
$100 per person 

 

CLE Pending 

Speakers to be announced 

Continued on Page 4 
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The Lawyers Association of St. Louis 

 

Officers 

Bharat Varadachari, President 

Justin Guerra, President-Elect 

Teri Appelbaum, 1st Vice President 

Dan Rousseau, 2nd Vice President 

Jennine Adamek Moore, Secretary 

Jennifer L. Woulfe, Treasurer 

 

Executive Committee Members 

Rebecca A. Cary 

M. Graham Dobbs 

Chantal S. Fink 

Nicole Burlison Knepper 

Timothy F. McCurdy 

Erin E. Milligan 

 

Past Presidents 

Jared Byrne 

Hon. JB Lasater 

Ken Vuylsteke 

 

Executive Director 

Jim Susman 

314/991-Laws (5297) 

susgroup@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 411122 

St. Louis, MO  63141 

Annual Bowling Event 
  

A record number of teams participated in the 

association’s annual Bowling Tournament, 

held in January the Saratoga Lanes in 

Maplewood. Finishing in first place was 

HeplerBroom, LLC; second place was 

Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard, PC; and 

third place went to Judge Edward Sweeney’s 

team consisting of Judge Sweeney himself, 

Judge Robin Ransom, Judge Rex Burlison, and 

Rita Burlison.  Alaris was once again the official 

dinner sponsor of the tournament. 

Alaris bowling team and 

the official dinner 

sponsor of the bowling 

tournament. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, April 12, 2019 
Trial Masters Seminar 
1 - 5 p.m. 
SLU Law School—Court Room 
 
Saturday, April 27, 2019 
Award of Honor Dinner 
Marriott Grand Hotel 
 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Election of Officers and Executive Com-
mittee members 
 
Thursday, May 23, 2019 
Memorial Service 
Noon 
Civil Courts Building 
 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 
Softball Game & Picnic 
4:30 p.m. 
Deer Creek Park 
 
Thursday,  September 26, 2019 
Judicial  Appreciation 
5:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, November 22, 2019 
Gridiron 
 

Congratulations…. 
… to Jared Byrne on becoming a partner at Sandberg, Phoenix & von 
Gontard, PC 
… to Sarah Jane Hunt on becoming a partner in Kennedy Hunt, PC, 
formerly the Law Offices of Thomas Kennedy, III. 
… to Anne Brockland on becoming a partner at Casey, Devoti & 
Brockland, PC, formerly Casey & Devoti, PC. 
… to Debbie Weaver and Alaris Litigation Services for being named 
one of the Top Legal Innovation Awards Honorees for 2018 by Mis-
souri Lawyers Weekly. 
… to PohlmanUSA for being named one of the Top Legal Innovation 
Awards Honorees for 2018 by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. 
… to Edward Dowd, Jr. of Dowd Bennett of being named one of the 
Most Influential Lawyers by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. 
… to Andy Crouppen of Brown & Crouppen, PC for being named a 
Law Firm Leader by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. 
… to Jim Reinert and Tim McCurdy who have joined Lashly & Baer, 
PC. They were previously with Gonnerman & Reinert. 
… to Katie Hubbard who recently joined Brown & Crouppen. 
… to Bill Thomas, Seth Gausnell, Don O’Keefe, Derek Ruzicka and Josh 
Breithaupt on forming Gausnell, O’Keefe & Thomas, LLC. 
 

 Award of Honor 

The association’s annual Award of Honor dinner will be 

held Saturday, April 27 at the Marriott Grand Hotel (800 

Washington Ave) in the Crystal Ballroom. Cocktails are 

at 6:30 p.m. and dinner at 7:30 p.m. The Milton F. Na-

pier Awards for Trial Advocacy will also be presented at 

that time to 3rd year law students from Saint Louis Uni-

versity and Washington University.  Formal invitations 

will be sent shortly. 

Holiday Party 2018 

The annual holiday party was held at Llewellyn's in 

Webster Groves and was sponsored in part by 

PohlmanUSA. 
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Sustaining Members 

The Lawyers Association of St. Louis would like to thank the 

following members who are Sustaining Members of the 

association. 

Theresa A. Appelbaum 
Brent Baldwin 
Anthony R. Behr 
Patrick J. Boyle 
Heather A. Bub 
Thomas M. Burke 
Hon. Rex M. Burlison 
Jared Byrne 
Gerard T. Carmody 
Matthew C. Casey 
Thomas J. Casey 
James W. Childress 
Mary Coffey 
Morry S. Cole 
Michael Corrigan 
David Corwin 
Hon. Michael P. David 
Daniel T. DeFeo 
Matthew J. Devoti 
Thomas C. DeVoto 
Edward L. Dowd, Jr. 
Don M. Downing 
Peter J. Dunne 
Jason Eason 
Hon. John R. Essner 
George L. Fitzsimmons 
Raymond R. Fournie 
James A. Fox 
Aaron French 
Michael S. Geigerman 
Maurice B. Graham 
Thomas J. Gregory 
Steven Groves 
Gary A. Growe 
Justin D  Guerra 
Amy Gunn 
John R. Gunn 
Michael P. Gunn 
Patrick R. Gunn 
Donald Gunn, Jr. 
Patrick J. Hagerty 
Linda Hahn 
Craig Hansen 
Hon. Phil Hess 
Hon. Bruce Hilton 

David G. Hughes 
John M. Hughes 
Richard L. Hughes 
Nicole Burlison Knepper 
Scott L. Kolker 
Marc S. Kramer 
John A. Lally 
Hon. JB Lasater 
Rob Litz 
Annette Llewellyn 
Joan M. Lockwood 
John F. Mahon, Jr. 
Hon. Christopher McGraugh 
Geoffrey  Meyerkord 
Stephen F. Meyerkord 
Nancy R. Mogab 
Gretchen Myers 
Hon. Maggie Neill 
Genevieve Nichols 
Gerard T. Noce 
Andrew A. O'Brien 
Matthew J. Padberg 
Ted L. Perryman 
G. Keith Phoenix 
Stephen J. Potter 
Tarun B. Rana 
James E. Rhodes 
Stephen H. Ringkamp 
Robert F. Ritter 
Daniel T.  Ryan 
Craig A. Schlapprizzi 
Donald L. Schlapprizzi 
Tom Schwartz 
Anthony Simon 
John Simon 
Robert M. Susman 
Joe Taylor 
William S. Thomas 
Robert E. Tucker 
Paul N. Venker 
Diana M. Vuylsteke 
Kenneth Vuylsteke 
Hon. Barbara W. Wallace 
Sharon R. Wice 
Stephen R. Woodley 

I do want to say a little bit more about the Black History 

Dinner, which will take place at The Westin Hotel on Feb-

ruary 21, 2019.  Throughout history and as generations 

turn over, people tend to say, “we are in a different time 

now…”, and that is true about our society today.  I have no 

intention of getting political in this space, but simply want 

to state that changing times are why this is such an im-

portant event.   

The Lawyers Association was founded in 1934 on the prin-

ciple that no matter the race or religious affiliation, ALL 

lawyers and judges should have an organization whose 

members can meet in a relaxing setting, enjoy each oth-

er’s company and rely on their peers for support through 

socializing to navigate this highly stressful and highly re-

warding job.  Fast forward 85 years later, the Lawyers As-

sociation still stands for these same things. The Black His-

tory Dinner in particular shines a spotlight on the contri-

butions of our African-American members to the legal 

landscape, political arenas and the community as a whole, 

all of which are inspiring and must be celebrated. 

The Lawyers Association could not be more grateful to the 

Honorable Robin Ransom and the Honorable Gloria Reno 

for agreeing to speak at this great event.  There will also 

be a short salute to the late, but never forgotten, Leonard 

Cervantes, who was instrumental in starting this event.   It 

promises to be a wonderful night, a celebration of what 

makes the St. Louis legal community like no other and I 

hope to see you there! 

Thank you. 

Continued from Page 1 
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